MBTA Community Meeting September/October 2011 


MBTA Key Bus Route Improvement Program 


The MBTA is committed to improving your bus riding experience. Over the next two years, 
the MBTA will plan and implement a series of enhancements to 15 bus routes, chosen for 
their high ridership and frequency of service. This project, known as the Key Bus Route 
Improvement Program, will help reduce trip times; improve accessibility; enhance 
customer comfort, convenience and safety; and make the routes more reliable and cost- 
effective. Tonight's meeting and upcoming meetings will discuss potential improvements to 
Bus Routes 71 and 77. 


Utilizing $10 million in grant funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) the MBTA now has the opportunity to implement the Key Bus Route Improvement 
Program. This one-time opportunity to improve service quality will be accomplished by 
implementing a combination of the following: bus stop location improvements, bus stop 
amenities — shelters, benches and trash receptacles, signage, curb extensions, and 
accessibility enhancements, in addition to traffic signal upgrades. 


Working with local municipalities, all Key Bus Route improvements will be developed with 
the help of public input. The public process for Routes 1, 23, 39, 57 and 66 has been 
completed, while an ongoing process for the Route 28 is being coordinated with MassDOT's 
Roxbury Dorchester Mattapan Transit Needs Study. Preliminary design plans for Routes 1, 
23, 39, 5/7 and 67 are in progress. The public process for Routes 111, 116, and 117 is 
ongoing. The remaining 6 routes will be improved over the next two years through a phased 
implementation approach. Routes 71, 73, and 77 constitute the next phase of Key Bus 
Routes scheduled for implementation, and the community feedback process began in June 
2011. Your input will help inform how we improve Bus Routes 71 and 77. We look forward 
to collaborating with you to provide a better bus service! 


For more information and project updates please visit www.mbta.com/keybusroutes. 


Upcoming MBTA Key Bus Route Meetings 


Route ___—_Date _ 

September 27, | 6:30 — 8:00 emlngien Town Hall 730 Mass. Ave., 
Auditorium Arlington 

2011 


Wednesday 
October 5, 6:30 — 8:00 Mt. Auburn Hospital 330 Mt. Auburn St., 
Auditorium Cambridge 
2011 
Tuesday 
77. | October 11, | 6:30 — 8:00 Neth le es Mass. Ave., 
2011 enior Center ambridge 
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MBTA Key Bus Route Improvement Program 


Glossary and Abbreviations of Terms 


Bus Stop Location — Nearside: bus stop is located before an intersection, or driveway. 
Bus Stop Location — Farside: bus stop is located after an intersection, or driveway. 
Bus Stop Location — Mid-block: bus stop is located in the middle of a street block. 


Companion Stop — bus stops are typically located in pairs, one on each side of the 
street. 


Curb extension (or bulb out) — sidewalk is widened in a particular section, sometimes 
either side of a crosswalk, or at the start/end of on-street parking. 


Generic/Rear Sign — MBTA bus stop sign that is located at the rear of the stop to 
define the end of the bus stop. 


Landing pad/area — an area at the front of the bus stop where customers board and 
alight the bus. 


Queue jump — priority is given to buses at an intersection. It can also come ina 
variety of forms such as a shared right turn/bus lane allowing the bus to access a 
farside stop more quickly or with a bus only signal, allowing buses to advance ahead 
of the general traffic. 


Rt. Descr. Sign (Route Descriptive Sign) - MBTA bus stop sign that is located at the 
front of the stop and lists bus route and customer information. 


Sharrow — pavement marking on the roadway that indicates to bicyclists that the road 
Space they are entering is shared, I.e. with a bus stop or general traffic. 


TSP (Transit Signal Priority) — priority is given to buses at traffic signals. This can 
come in a variety of forms, but the most common form is for the green time to be 
extended for all traffic wnen a bus is approaching the intersection. This will only be 
effective for farside or mid-block stops. 





massDOT 


®D 


INBOUND 


SJUE-¥es) (0) 0) 


Sequence 


10 


1922 


17922 


2250 


2251 


2252 


2253 


2254 


2295 


2256 


Street 


Mass Ave 


Mass Ave 


Mass Ave 


Mass Ave 


Mass Ave 


Mass Ave 


Mass Ave 


Mass Ave 


Mass Ave 


Stop Name / 
Cross Street 


Arlington Hts 
Bus Station 


Park Ave 


Daniels St 


Appleton St 


Pine Ct 


Robbins Rd 


Menotomy Rd 


Mt Vernon St 


Lockeland Ave 


2257 Mass Ave Newman Way 


Dist. to 
Next Stop Next Stop 


Uy) 


640 


1020 


890 


710 


970 


950 


820 


1100 


860 


970 


+S) Ko) 6) 


|Meofor-1ilela 


busway 


near side 


far side 


near side 


near side 


far side 


far side 


far side 


near side 


near side 


Routes 
serving 
c=} Ke) 6) 


62, //, 78, 
19 


62, 7/, 78, 
ics 


77,79 


UG TS: 


77,79 


77,79 


77,79 


77,79 


77,79 


77,79 


239 


88 


Rt77? Rt7e 
Ons Offs 


(FaliO7) (FaliO7) (Fall10) (Fall10) 


0. 


Rt 77 
Ons 


269 


178 


58 


81 


59 


87 


140 


150 


119 


115 


Rt 77 
Offs 


10 


65 


14 


Ons Offs 
(Keo) | em @ Ke) 1 
All All 
Routes) Routes) 
290 59 
238 11 
72 2 
200 3 
76 8 
112 6 
179 15 
172 10 
140 84 
145 20 


Arlington 


Arlington 


Arlington 


Arlington 


Arlington 


Arlington 


Arlington 


Arlington 


Arlington 


Arlington 


Te CIEL 
Municipality Width 
(ft) 


10 


10 


10 


9 


Shelter 


No 


No 


No 


No 


No 


No 


No 


Yes 
under 
awning. 


No 


Existing Existing 


Bench 


No 


No 


No 


Yes, but 
very 
small 


No 


No 


No 


No 


No 


Existing 


Key Bus Route Improvement Program 
Route 77 Revised Preliminary Recommendations 


Bus Stop Revised Preliminary Recommendations 
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None. 


Retain stop due to routes serving Park Ave and steep uphill grade to 
Wollaston Ave stop. Relocate rear sign to provide 90-100' of curb space = -3 
parking spaces (inc. 1 HP space). Relocate sign post out of landing area. 
Add 2 benches and pavement markings. 


Investigate signal improvements. 


Add bench and pavement markings. 


Lengthen stop by extending stop to 10' west of fire hydrant = -2 parking 
spaces. Relocate front sign west and provide c. 100' of curb space. Add 
narrow shelter between 2 trees and add trash receptacle and pavement 
markings. 


Revised Recomm: Consolidate with Robbins Rd with a new stop nearside of 
Quincy St, farside of gas station driveway, to be closer to crosswalk & Middle 
School and better neighborhood connectivity = -3 parking spaces. 3 spaces 
could be reinstated at the existing stop. Investigate adding a shelter (bench 
alternatively). Add trash receptacle and pavement markings. Revised 
distance between stops would be ~1200' from Appleton and 900' to 
Menotomy. 


Consolidate with Pine Ct as above, due degraded landing area and insufficier 
curb space at the existing stop. 2 parking spaces could be reinstated at the 
existing stop. 


Revised Recomm: Relocate stop to nearside of Menotomy Rad, farside of the 
crosswalks (in front of convenience store) =-2 parking spaces, but 2 could be 
reinstated at existing stop. Wider sidewalk (~13') at this location and it is 
closer to a pedestrian crossing across Mass Ave. Add trash receptacle, 
bench and pavement markings. Proposal to add shelter is withdrawn due to 
abutter objection. 


Add bench on 12' sidewalk in front of the store front (landing area is before 
utility pole). Add pavement markings and replace faded rear sign. 


Relocate stop to farside of Lockeland Ave, only if shelter can be installed, to 
improve traffic flow, minimize parking impact due to insufficient length at 
existing stop and for improved landing area/sidewalk conditions (no parking 
impact and hydrant will be in stop). 3 (unregulated) spaces could be 
reinstated at existing stop. Sidewalk farside is ~8' but with abutter permission 
a shelter could be installed at the back of sidewalk using ~ 1' of the 
landscaped area. Add trash receptacle and pavement markings. (If stop 
retained at existing location, lengthen stop to provide 90-100' curb space = -2 
parking spaces. Investigate shelter (bench alternatively) and pavement 
markings.) 


Investigate signal improvements. 


Revised Recomm: Relocate to farside of Bartlett (adjacent to grocery store) 
to be closer to grocery store and crosswalk = -4-5 parking spaces. 3 
(unregulated) spaces could be reinstated at existing stop. Investigate adding 
a shelter with abutter permission, trash receptacle and pavement markings. 


For explanation of terms, please see Glossary and Abbreviations. 
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Revised Recomm: Relocate stop farside of Academy St closer to Town Hall = 
3 parking spaces (HP space would remain in front of the stop) to improve 
crosswalk access and provide sufficient bus stop length. 1-2 spaces could be 
reinstated at the existing stop. Add bench, trash receptacle and pavement 
markings. Proposal to add shelter is withdrawn. 


Academy St 880 4 nearside 77,79 94 23 116 50 Arlington 9 No No Aq 


Revised Recomm: Relocate rear sign closer to crosswalk (at existing 
pavement marking) to provide 65' of curb space. Add pavement markings. 
Proposal to add shelter is withdrawn due to abutter objection. 


Yes (2 


mee stone) 


Library Way far side 77,79 129 Aq 148 Si Arlington 7 No 48 


Revised Recomm: Relocate stop to nearside of driveway/farside of crosswalk 
to improve crosswalk access = -2 parking spaces; 2 spaces could be 
reinstated at existing stop. Relocate trash receptacle at existing stop to 
proposed stop. Add 2 benches and pavement markings. Proposal to add a 
shelter is withdrawn due to sidewalk obstacles. 


opp Broadway 750 4 mid-block 77,79 221 95 275 270 Arlington 11 No No 50 


Relocate rear sign west of utility pole for improve visibility of stop. Add bench, 


Avon PI trash receptacle and pavement markings. 


500 2 far side 77,79 47 11 81 21 Arlington 7 No No 51 


Revised Recomm: Retain stop in current location in coordination with Mass 


i : Ave Project. Add bench, trash receptacle and pavement markings. 


Wyman Terr nearside 77,79 82 13 109 28 Arlington 16 No No 54 


Revised Recomm: Retain stop in current location in coordination with Mass 
Ave Project. Investigate adding a shelter with abutter permission. Add trash 
receptacle and pavement markings. 


Linwood St 1040 5 nearside 77,79 110 29 131 43 Arlington 15 No No oF 


Investigate adding a shelter, with abutter permission. Add trash receptacle 
and pavement markings. (Bus uses driveway for egress and crosswalk bump 
out behind the stop, proposed as part of the Mass Ave Project, will lengthen 
the stop to the rear). 


260 Mass Ave 840 4 mid-block 77, 79 91 28 115 3/7 Arlington 15 No No 63 


Lengthen stop to 90-100' = -2 parking spaces (including 1 HP space) and 
create shared bus stop/right turn lane, in coordination with Mass Ave Project. 
(No additional parking impact above Mass Ave Project). Add 2 benches. 


Lake St 800 4 nearside 77,79 188 72 230 114 Arlington 10 No No 36 


Revised Recomm: Relocate stop to farside of Melrose St = -3 parking spaces 
proposed in Mass Ave Project and in coordination with relocation of proposed 
Mass Ave Project crosswalk. 3 spaces could be reinstated at the bus stop 
proposed farside of Milton St. Landing area will need to be constructed, if not 
part of Mass Ave Project. Investigate adding a shelter with abutter permissior 
(bench alternatively). Add trash receptacle and pavement markings. 


Yes (2 


Milton St at Za) 


750 4 near side 77,79 111 43 127 69 Arlington 16 N 42 


oO 


Revised Recomm: Relocate stop to nearside of Thorndike, in coordination 
with Mass Ave Project (driveways will be narrowed to enable bus doors to pull 
to a level sidewalk). Add bench, trash receptacle and pavement markings. 


Thorndike St 470 3 far side 77, 79 57 31 72 46 Arlington 16 No No 41 


Lafayette St 900 2 far side 77,79 45 14 54 35 Arlington 17 No No 42 Revised Recomm: Retain stop in current location. Add pavement markings. 


For explanation of terms, please see Glossary and Abbreviations. 
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Retain stop. 


Retain stop due to planned construction of curb extension and shelter 
installation at existing location. 


Revised Recomm: Retain stop at existing location in coordination with 
MassDOT reconstruction of intersection. Provide 100' curb space at nearside, 
and add bench. Investigate potential for adding shelter, pending MassDOT 
plans. 

Investigate signal improvements at Cedar St. 

Retain stop. 


Retain stop. 


Investigate signal improvements at Hollis St. 
Retain stop. 


Investigate signal improvements at Rindge Ave. 
Retain stop. 


Investigate signal improvements at Walden St. 
Retain stop. (Bus will use crosswalk at front of stop for egress.) 


Investigate signal improvements at Beech St. 
Add bench and trash receptacle. 


Investigate signal improvements at Upland Rd. 


Remove stop to improve stop spacing. Reinstate parking = +2 meter spaces. 
Revised stop distance Upland-Linnaean would be 1300". 


Remove stop to improve stop spacing. Reinstate parking at existing stop = +3 
spaces. Revised stop distance Upland-Linnaean would be 1300’. 


Revised Recomm: Retain stop. Investigate adding a CEMUSA shelter with 
abutter permission. 


Revised Recomm: Retain stop. Investigate adding a CEMUSA shelter with 
abutter permission and add trash receptacle. 


Investigate signal improvements at Shepard/Wendell Sis. 


Remove stop to improve stop spacing. Reinstate parking = +4 meter spaces. 
Revised distance between stops would be 1320’. 


Lengthen stop by relocating rear sign 90-100' from front sign = -1 meter 
space. Add trash receptacle. 


Investigate signal improvements at Waterhouse St. 


None. 


None. 


For explanation of terms, please see Glossary and Abbreviations. 
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None. 


Add bench. (Bus will use driveway for egress.) 
Investigate signal improvements at Waterhouse St. 


Remove stop to improve stop spacing. Reinstate parking (+3 spaces). 
Revised distance between stops would be 1290". 


Lengthen stop by relocating rear sign 90-100' from front sign, nearside of 
driveway. No parking impact. Add trash receptacle. 


Investigate signal improvements at Wendell/Shepard Sts. 


Remove stop to improve stop spacing. 2 parking spaces could be reinstated. 
Revised distance between Wendell and relocated Forest would be ~1200'. 


Relocate stop farside of Exeter Park and provide 60' stop length = -3 meter 
spaces. 3 spaces could be reinstated at existing stop. Add bench and trash 
receptacle. 


Investigate signal improvements at Exeter Park/Linnaean. 


Remove stop to improve stop spacing and due to low ridership. Reinstate 
parking = +3 meter spaces. Revised distance between stops would be 
~1100'. 


Lengthen stop by relocating rear sign 90-100' from front sign = -1 meter 
space. 


Investigate signal improvements/shared right turn/bus lane, without impeding 
bicycle traffic. 


Retain stop despite proximity to previous stop (490') because of high ridership 
and proximity to retail center. 


Remove stop to improve stop spacing, due to low ridership, and to improve 
traffic flow. Existing stop is in travel lane therefore maintain clearway. Revised 
stop distance would be 1070". 


Lengthen stop by relocating front sign 65' from crosswalk = -1 meter space. 
Expand existing pavement markings. Add trash receptacle. 


Investigate signal improvements at Walden St. 


Revised recommendation: Retain stop due to proximity to crosswalk. 
Relocate rear sign farside of crosswalk and relocate front sign 65' forward. 
Bus will use crosswalk and driveways for stop access. Relocate 1 meter 
parking space from farside of crosswalk to corner of Chester (front of stop). 


Revised Recomm: Recloate stop farside of Dover, in order to improve stop 
Spacing, improve traffic flow, and to maintain connection with Davis Sq = -3 
meter spaces. Add bench and trash receptacle. Reinstate parking at existing 
location = +4 spaces. Revised distance between stops would be ~750"'. 


Revised Recomm: Remove stop to improve spacing. 2 spaces could be 
reinstated at existing stop. Revised distance between stops would be ~1200'. 


For explanation of terms, please see Glossary and Abbreviations. 
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Remove stop to improve stop spacing, insufficient level curb space for 
accessibility and bus blocks driveway. Rt 77A does not stop at this location, 
but rather within the bus yard. Revised stop distance would be ~750. 


N Cambridge 


370 2 
Carhouse 


near side 77 57 10 42 10 42 Cambridge 147 Other Yes 64 


Lengthen stop by relocating front sign closer to crosswalk and rear sign 90' 
from front sign. Relocate handicap parking space closer to driveway. Add 


Cameron Ave 680 3 near side ras 49 49 Cambridge 16 No No 6/7 trash receptacle. 


Investigate signal improvements at Cameron Ave. 


Remove stop to improve stop spacing. Reinstate parking = +2-3 meter 


es spaces. Revised stop distance would be 1230". 


Washburn Ave 550 3 near side 20 62 20 62 Cambridge 8 No No 56 


Lengthen stop by relocating rear sign 90-100' from front sign = -1 meter 


space. Use driveway for access. Add bench and trash receptacle. 


Churchill Ave 530 3 near side 77 90 90 Cambridge 14 MBTA Yes 32 


Investigate signal improvements at Churchill Ave. 


Gladstone St 530 3 far side TT 4 33 5 33 Cambridge 11 No No 65 Revised Recomm: Retain stop. 


opp Boulevard 
Rd 


Revised Recomm: Relocate stop farside of Sunapee in coordination with 


ois : Mass Ave Project to improve traffic flow. Add pavement markings. 


near side 79, 350 40 39 51 Arlington 8 No No 25 


Revised Recomm: Relocate stop to midblock between Teel and Lee (in 
coordination with Mass Ave Project; 1 parking space could be reinstated in 
front of stop). Add pavement markings. 


Teel St 700 3 near side 79, 350 34 62 52 77 Arlington 10 No No 73 


Revised Recomm: Relocate stop to farside of Trowbridge due to insufficient 
curb space at existing stop and to improve bus stop spacing = -1 parking 
space proposed in Mass Ave Project (3-4 spaces could be reinstated at 
nearside proposed stop location in Mass Ave Project). Add bench, trash 
receptacle and pavement markings. 


Windsor St 1030 3 mid-block 79, 350 46 103 69 114 Arlington 10 No Vise 60 


Replace rear sign. Add bench and pavement markings. 


opp Lake St 970 S far side 79, 350 72 181 130 207 Arlington 10 No No 60 


Rename to Mass Ave @ Winter St. 


Lengthen stop to 65' by relocating rear sign onto pavement, closer to Harlow 
and front sign closer to hydrant (no parking impact). Add pavement 
markings. 


Harlow St 740 4 farside 79, 350 103 26 132 Arlington 16 No No 51 


Revised Recomm: Relocate stop to farside of Tufts in coordination with Mass 
Ave Project. Add pavement markings. Revised distance between stops will 
be 550' from Harlow and 960' to Wyman. 


Foster St 970 5 near side 79, 350 27 94 35 122 Arlington 14 No No 40 


Revised Recomm: Relocate stop to farside of Wyman in coordination with 
Mass Ave Project. Add pavement markings. Revised distance between 
stops will be 530’. 


Palmer St 580 3 near side 79, 350 77 25 94 Arlington 8 No No 64 


Retain stop (bus will use driveways for access and egress only). Relocate 
front sign to improve visibility and add rear sign on new post. Add pavement 
markings. 


Franklin St 780 4 mid-block 79, 350 60 72 Arlington 9 No No 47 


Medford St 660 3 far side 79, 350 102 190 297 271 Arlington 11 No No 56 Add 2 benches and pavement markings. 


Mystic St 830 4 farside 79, 350 47 120 56 136 Arlington 16 No No 56 Add pavement markings. 


For explanation of terms, please see Glossary and Abbreviations. 
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Key Bus Route Improvement Program 
Route 77 Revised Preliminary Recommendations 


Dist.to Time to Routes RE7Z RE7Z Rt77 Rt77 Ons Offs Sidewalk Existing 


Next Stop Next Stop pans serving Ons- Offs- Ons Offs Total. .tTotal Municipality Width existing. | Existing Bus Stop Revised Preliminary Recommendations 


Stop Name / 





Cross Street fofer- 1a (eye) All All Shelter Bench 

19) Calta)) c=} (0) 0) (Fall07) (Fall07) (Fall10) (Fall10) Routes) Routes) 19) Length (ft) 
Central St Relocate stop to farside of Central St, to improve visibility of Central-Academy 
(Town Hall) 900 7 near side 79 20 4198 25 95 37 122 Arlington 12 No No 58 crosswalk and concrete sidewalk = -3 parking spaces, but 2 spaces could be 


reinstated at existing stop (hydrant in existing stop). Add pavement markings. 


Lengthen stop to 90-100" by relocating rear sign east of lamppost/farside of 


Opp 818 Mass bump out = -1 parking space. Add pavement markings. 


ave 1350 3 mid-block 79 48 444 17 136 35 173 Arlington 8 No No 58 
Rename stop to Mass. Ave opp. Bartlett Ave. 
Relocate front sign to nearside of crosswalk, opp Highland Ave (no parking 
impact) to provide 90-100' of curb space. Add bench, trash receptacle and 
905 Mass Ave 900 4 mid-block 79 52 457 54 171 97 208 Arlington 8 No No 60 pavement markings. 
Rename to Mass. Ave opp. Highland Ave. 
Prentiss Rd 930 4 far side 79 5 63 10 85 15 109 Arlington 7 No No 65 Add pavement markings. 
Replace rear sign and relocate it ~10' nearside of driveway to provide 100' of 
; curb space for the stop (including driveways for access and egress) (no 
Brattle St 1200 6 mid-block 79 5 44 9 154 13 187 Arlington 6.5 No No 54 settee © Seeese wilrenain Wine eso. ACs mere 
markings. 
#1125 Mass Relocate stop farside of Hobbs Ct to provide sufficient bus stop length, while 
= , minimizing parking impact and slightly improving bus stop spacing =- 3 
Ave/Opp. i mes cs : ° ue ° a mungren ss is a = parking spaces, but 3 could be reinstated at existing stop. Add pavement 
Fessenden St markings and replace rear sign. 


Revised Recomm: Retain stop in current location but lengthen approach to 
Appleton PI 1020 5 mid-block 79 2 435 5 158 5 215 Arlington 10 No No 25 stop by removing 1 parking space before the crosswalk and relocate front 
sign closer to driveway. 


Lengthen stop to 100-110' by relocating rear sign east of driveway, beside 
Opp. Daniels St 910 4 mid-block 79 Q 56 0 64 0 76 Arlington 7 No No 60 lamppost (no parking impact as 2 parking spaces will remain on the block 
behind the stop). Add pavement markings. 


Lengthen stop to 90-100' to provide sufficient curb space by relocating rear 
Park Ave 870 4 near side 79 Q 458 o 203 S 250 Arlington 7 No No 65 sign post = -2 15 minute parking spaces. Add pavement markings. Move 
front sign onto post and replace rear sign. 


Arlington Hts 


0 0 busway 62, 76, 79 0 23+ 0 322 82 409 Arlington - - - - None. 
Bus Station y g 


For explanation of terms, please see Glossary and Abbreviations. 
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For continuation of Rt. 77, refer to map “Arlington” 
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